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BASIC -ABSTRACT: 

The method involves obtaining electronic data from vendors for distribution by a virtual vending 
machine to the clients. A request is received from one of the client to acquire one of the 
electronic data for rental during one of the rental periods. Electronic payment for the 
electronic data is procured from the client and upon successful receipt of the electronic 
payment, the electronic data is transmitted to the client via the communications link. 

A request is received from the client to re-transmit the electronic data and upon verifying that 
the rental period associated with the requested electronic data has not expired, the requested 
electronic data is re-transmitted to the client without obtaining additional electronic payment. 
The electronic data is modified so as to automatically disable use of the electronic data upon 
expiration of the rental period. The modified electronic data is encrypted prior to transmission 
to the one client so as to disable use of the electronic data by clients other than the one 
client . 
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